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he month of October marked the beginning of the

festivities as we have Navratras combined with

Dussehra/ Durga Pooja/ Garba celebrated differently

at different parts of the country. In North India, the

Ramleela Manchan is quite popular and we bring

you a showcase of the most popular Ramleela,
which has created a spectacular moment by converting New Delhi
to Ayodhya ahead of the completion of the most prolonged and
controversial Ram Mandir at Ayodhya.

The last month has made Delhi the most polluted city in the
World. The schools are shut, Diesel Vehicles are banned and all
Delhiites are suffering with chest infections, which will take months
to cure. Why does this happen every year? Which government is
responsible for this? We give you an insight story on the same.

Our Cover story focuses on Assembly Elections and the factual
situation of the three main parties, (INC, BJP and AAP); which are
preparing themselves for the first phase of Elections in November
and December in 5 states. With the formation of INDI-Alliance in
respect to stand strong and together against BJP and Modiji, will
the Congress and AAP be able to gain majority in the upcoming
elections? Find this and much more in this edition of our magazine.

Our special story celebrates the landmark Women Reservation
Bill, which has been passed after 27 years of being proposed.
We have traced the history of all these 27 years and shared the
victorious journey of the same.

The ED story has gained a lot of popularity as now we have
none other than the CM of Delhi, Mr. Arvind Kejriwal, to witness
the ED probe in the liquor scam case. Is this a political move or
not? Find out more in the Political Picture.

Some more interesting stories from Law, Culture, Religion,
Events and Tourism also awaits your attention. We hope you enjoy
and we welcome your suggestions as always.

This holy month belongs to Lord Ram’s victory over Evil and
his coming back to Ayodhya after 14 years of exile. We wish all our
readers a very Happy Dussehra and Diwali.

PR

Deepak Vyas
Editor

®0

Feel free to write back to us at bureaucracyindiamag@gmail.com and follow our
social media handles.
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GROUND REALITY

The blame game continues...
for India’s breath of death every winter

n many parts of India, the arrival of winter is not just
marked by a drop in temperature. It ushers in a season
of breathing difficulties and poor visibility, forcing
everything to shut down. Nowhere is this more evident
than in the nation’s capital, New Delhi, which ranks
as the third most polluted city globally following Lahore in
Pakistan and Hotan in China.

The city’s air quality consistently fluctuates between “very
poor” and “severe” with certain areas reaching ‘“hazardous”
levels registering air quality indexes as high as 700 and more.
While children under the age of 18 are prohibited from smoking
in India, the residents of Delhi are effectively smoking the
equivalent of 15 cigarettes a day, just by breathing the air.

The air quality crisis is not limited to Delhi alone. Out of the
30 most polluted cities in the world, a staggering 22 are located
in India. The reasons behind this alarming statistic vary with crop
burning in northern India and construction activities in coastal
cities like Mumbai contributing significantly to the problem.

Air pollution is not just a minor inconvenience; it is a silent
killer. It is responsible for strokes, heart diseases, lung cancer,
respiratory diseases and even type two diabetes. Every year,
approximately 7 million people die due to air pollution with
India contributing over a million of these tragic deaths. This is an
alarming reality that demands immediate attention.

An AQI between O and 50 is considered good, 51 and 100
satisfactory, 101 and 200 moderate, 201 and 300 poor, 301 and
400 very poor, and 401 and 500 severe and above 500, it is
hazardous.

The AQ]I, or the air quality index, in the Lodhi Road area, was
recorded at 438, in Jahangirpuri it was at 491, in the RK Puram
area at 486 and around IGI Airport (T3) 473 in the last week of
October. This is assumed to increase in the days to come.

As per aqi.in, "The current PM2.5 concentration in New Delhi
is 23.3 times above the recommended limit given by the WHO
24 hours air quality guidelines value."

PM2.5 are very small particles usually found in smoke and
breathing in them can affect health. They are small enough for
you to breath them deeply into your lungs. Sometimes particles
can enter your bloodstream.

In response to the crisis, the Indian government has declared
public health emergencies leading to school closures, construction
project halts and various other measures. A ban on BS III petrol
and BS IV diesel four-wheelers has been enforced in Delhi,
Gurugram, Faridabad, Ghaziabad, and Gautam Budh Nagar
(Noida), as well as surrounding areas. With this, the government
aims to mitigate the adverse effects of vehicular emissions on air
pollution in the region.

The Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) is sprinkling
water in different parts of Delhi as a measure against the rise in
AQI in the city. Truck-mounted water sprinklers are being used
in the central Delhi area in a bid to control the pollution.

With a booming population, a robust
economy and a heartbreaking distinction
as the eighth most polluted country on
Earth, India faces an air pollution crisis of
epicproportions, speciallyduring winters.

Restrictions have been imposed in demolition works, loading
and unloading of construction materials anywhere within or
outside the project sites, transfer of raw materials either manually
or through conveyor belts, including fly ash, movement of
vehicles on unpaved roads, operation of batching plant, laying
of sewer line, waterline, drainage work and electric cabling by
open trench system, cutting and fixing of tiles, stones and other
flooring materials, waterproofing work, painting, polishing
and varnishing works etc and road construction/ repair works
including paving of sidewalks/pathways and central verges etc.

The Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC) will run 20 extra
metro trains as people are encouraged to ditch cars and use the
metro.

But is this enough? The blame game among politicians
continues while the public suffers. The question remains: who
is truly accountable for this crisis and are we holding our leaders
responsible?

The suffocating reality of India’s air pollution crisis is a
looming disaster that affects every citizen, rich or poor. The
time has come for individuals and governments to take this
issue seriously and work towards a cleaner, healthier future.
Air pollution is notv fate; it’s a man-made disaster that can be
mitigated with collective effort and a genuine demand for change.
Clean air is a basic right and it’s time we demand it for our sake
and for generations to come. €l
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APPOINTMENTS

VIJAYENDRA KUMAR IAS POSTED AS PRINCIPAL SECRETARY-
YOUTH EMPOWERMENT & ENTREPRENEURSHIP DEPT,

HARYANA

Shri Vijayendra Kumar IAS (Haryana 1995), Principal Secretary, Agriculture & Farmers
Welfare Department, Principal Secretary, Sainik & Ardh Sainik Welfare Department and
CEO, Haryana Saraswati Heritage Development Board, has been transferred and posted
as Principal Secretary, Youth Empowerment & Entrepreneurship Department, Principal
Secretary, Sainik & Ardh Sainik Welfare Department and CEO, Haryana Saraswati Heritage
Development Board.

AMIT RENU IPS APPOINTED SP- NAXAL, JHARKHAND
Shri Amit Renu IPS (Jharkhand 2016) presently waiting for posting , has been appointed
as SP- Naxal, Jharkhand Police.

RAHUL HIMALIAN SELECTED AS DIRECTOR (TOURISM &
MARKETING)- IRCTC

Shri Rahul Himalian presently Group General Manager, Indian Railways Traffic Service,
has been Selected for the post of Director (Tourism & Marketing), Indian Railway Catering &
Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) recommended by Public Enterprises Selection Board( PESB).

RAJESHWARI SINGH MUNI APPOINTED CMD- NATIONAL

INSURANCE COMPANY LTD
Ms Rajeshwari Singh Muni presently GM & Director, United India Insurance Company Ltd., has
been appointed as Chainman-cum-Managing Director of the National Insurance Company Ltd.

HEERALAL SAMARIYA RETD IAS SWORN IN AS CHIEF
INFORMATION COMMISSIONER

Shri Heeralal Samariya Retd IAS (1985) presently Information Commissioner has been sworn
in as Chief Information Commissioner in the Central Information Commission at a ceremony
held at Rashtrapati Bhavan.
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The fight to the Indian throne, 2024 has begun
with the initiation of the Assemble elections from
November, 2023. The three national parties—
the Congress, the BJP and the AAP—put their
poll strategies to the test in Rajasthan, MP
and Chhattisgarh in preparation for the grand
contest of 2024. These three states of Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh are among
the five going to the polls in November,
December and will be the launch pads for the
Congress, Bharatiya Janata Party and Aam
Aadmi Party for the Lok Sabha election in 2024.

by Suhani Nagpal

n most of the 520 assembly seats in these states, the

two behemoths of Indian politics; INA and BJP; will be

engaged in direct combat. If the BJP dominates national

politics, the Congress is in power in two of the states

and a strong challenger in the third. For the BJP, which

rules 10 states on its own, four in the northeast and
three in alliance, winning these states will cement its chances to
hold a place in the Centre.

For the first phase of Elections in these five states, it is primarily
going to be BJP versus INDIA (Indian National Developmental
Inclusive Alliance). Being the first big set of polls after 28
Opposition parties came together to form the Indian National
Developmental Inclusive Alliance, or INDIA, a comprehensive
Congress win will energise the coalition. In fact, the success of
the alliance depends hugely on the Congress performa—nce in
seats where it is in direct contest with the BJP. Of the 186 Lok
Sabha seats where the two face off directly, 65 are in these three
states. In 2018, the Congress cornered 282 of the 520 assembly
seats in the three states, but it was the BJP that walked away with
62 of the 65 parliamentary seats a few months later. That said,
the BJP is not one to take chances and is giving these polls its all.

More so, because the Opposition parties’ attempt to split
the OBC (Other Backward Class) vote has jeopardised the
social strategy that had fetched the BJP handsome gains at the
hustings in recent years. These three states, with a massive OBC
population, are set to serve as the laboratories for the Congress
to test its biggest poll plank. If the party pulls it off, it will also
be a hat trick of wins; after Himachal Pradesh and Karnataka; for
Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge.

For Prime Minister Modi and the BJP, these state elections
will be a test of the Vika—sit Bharat narrative. PM Modi will
be the face in all three states, like last elections, relegating the
state leadership to the background. Although, between 2015

and 2023, the party has lost 10 assembly polls where Modi
campai—gned extensively the PM will certainly want to end the
year on a winning note.

As the Congress gears up for a direct contest with the BJP in
the three Hindi heartland states, it will have to contend with the
presence of Aam Aadmi Party - which recently got the status of
a national party and is determined to expand its base.

The Congress and the AAP are allies in the anti-BJP front.
However, as political rivals in several states the two parties share
an uneasy relation.

Arvind Kejriwal has already announced that AAP will contest
in all the three states. Soon after the Election Commission
announced the poll schedule, Kejriwal said, “We are prepared
to contest the elections in Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh with full strength.”

In fact, AAP leaders including Kejriwal have gone all out to
target the Congress governments in the two poll-bound states.
In Chhattisgarh, Kejriwal slammed the condition of government
schools under the Congress rule and cited the success of his Delhi
model. The AAP has also announced 10 “guarantees” which
included Rs 3,000 monthly allowance for the unemployed, a
monthly “samman rashi” assistance for women, free electricity,
free school education, mohalla clinics.

We are prepared to contest the
elections in Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh with
full strength.”
— Arvind Kejriwal

n November 2023
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In Rajasthan also, Kejriwal has promised several guarantees
and sought votes to make a new Rajasthan - free of corruption.
Kejriwal attacked Congress chief minister Ashok Gehlot for not
taking any action against BJP’s Vasundhara Raje over corruption
charges.

The Congress leaders have reacted sharply to AAP attacks in
Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh. However, they evaded any direct
comments on the issue. It is still not clear if the two parties will
enter into an alliance for the state polls. When asked if AAP will
contest assembly elections as part of the INDIA bloc, Kejriwal
said “whatever happens will be apprised”.

Ever since Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar announced the
results of the caste survey in his state on Gandhi Jayanti, the
idea of a nationwide caste census has caught the imagination of
the Congress leadership, Rahul in particular. Putting its weight
behind the demand now, the Congress wants the 50 per cent cap
on reservations removed and more allotted to OBCs, Scheduled
Castes and Tribes. In all three states, it has announced that if
voted to power, a caste census will be government priority.

The BJP has been non-committal on the issue. It’s adopting
a dual approach instead. The party is aggressively promoting
its model of “samagra samajik nyay” (holistic social justice)
as a contrast to the Opposition’s “bare representative politics”.
Projecting it as a step beyond reservations, “samagra samajik
nyay” promises empowerment on the ground and fulfilment of
the economic aspirations of the poor. The recent Rs 13,000-crore
PM Vishwakarma Kaushal Samman Yojana is being cited as a
representative example, as part of which 18 marginalised artisan
backward communities are offered financial assistance along
with training and guidance.

The Congress is constantly reminding voters that three of
its four CMs—Ashok Gehlot in Rajasthan, Bhupesh Baghel in
Chhattisgarh, and Siddaramaiah in Karnataka—are OBCs.

But then PM Modi himself is an OBC, hailing from the Modh
community of Gujarat. CM Chouhan, too, is an OBC, besides
several other leaders in the three states. In Chhattisgarh, it has
replaced tribal leader Vishnu Deo Sai with Arun Sao as state
chief. Part of the OBC Sahu community, Sao’s elevation could
inspire the community to return to the BJP since CM Baghel, a
Kurmi, has overshadowed Congress partymen like Tamradhwaj
Sahu. Sahus are the largest OBC group in Chhattisgarh,
accounting for 14 per cent of the population.

Next year Lok Sabha elections will

take place. BJP will form the govt
for the third time at the centre...

You can see the mess created in
the Congress-ruled states...The
Congress govt is busy fighting,

they don’t have time for the
public...”

- PM Modi in Khandwa, Madhya Pradesh

The tribal population is also equally significant. Historical
data from MP, which has a 21 per cent tribal population, shows
that the party that wins more seats reserved for STs forms the
government. In 2018, the Congress had won 71 of the 101 ST
reserved seats across Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan and MP.

It was no surprise, therefore, that Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi-Vadra chose the tribal district of Mandla in
the Mahakoshal region of MP to promise that her party will
extend the 6th Schedule of the Constitution that currently has
provisions for the administration of tribal areas in Assam,
Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram, safeguarding the rights of
tribal communities. The Congress also promised to implement
the Panchayat Extension to Scheduled Areas (PESA) Act, 1996,
in MP, directly attacking the Chouhan government, which has
yet to implement the same despite repeated promises. Incidents
such as a BJP worker urinating on the face of a tribal in July have
also lent Congress ammunition against the BJP.

At the same time, the BJP, which claims credit for electing a
tribal woman as the country’s president, has always retained a
sharp focus on tribal votes in these states. If in September 2021,
home minister Amit Shah participated in a function to mark the
martyrdom of tribal king Shankar Shah and his son Raghunath
Shah in Jabalpur, two months later, PM Modi rechristened
Bhopal’s Habibganj railway station after the Gond queen Rani
Kamalapati. In Chhattisgarh’s tribal areas, the BJP is promising
to convert 827 forest villages into revenue villages, easing the
implementation of development projects there.

The sharpest difference in the national parties’ approach is
in managing the election campaign in these three battle—~ground
states. The Congress, wiser from its Himachal and Karnataka
outings, has let state units take the lead and set the poll narrative.
In contrast, the BJP’s campaign strategy is being run and
regulated from Delhi. If the Congress has already announced
Nath, Gehlot and Baghel as CM candidates for MP, Rajasthan
and Chhattisgarh, respectively, the BJP has steered clear of
doing so. In the process, it has placed a question mark over the
future of three stalwarts of the party—Chouhan, Raje and former
Chbhattisgarh CM Raman Singh.

The BJP, on the other hand, is fighting the state polls in Modi’s
name rather than repose trust in the incumbent state leadership,
even as it talks of the merits of a double-engine sarkar. In the
past year, Modi has visited these three states over a dozen
times. He has inaugurated or laid foundation stones for several
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projects, and used the occasions to interact with party members,
even addressing booth-level party workers.

The BJP has also fielded 21 MPs, including three Union
ministers. In Madhya Pradesh, where eight MPs are in fray,
Union minister Narender Singh Tomar, a candidate himself and
campaign committee chief, is breathing down Chouhan’s neck
as are other CM aspirants such as Union ministers Faggan Singh
Kulaste and Prahlad Patel, state minister Narottam Mishra and
national general secretary Kailash Vijayvargiya.

AAP, on the other hand, will focus on issues like education,
health services, electricity and water as their election agenda as
always.

AAP leader Sandeep Pathak said, “The public has
repeatedly given chances to all the parties, and now the
public has made up its mind to give a chance to the AAP.
This election is going to be very decisive... There was a time
when issues like education, health services, electricity and
water were not the election agenda of any political party.
The AAP has changed the entire scenario of elections and
made public interest issues like education, health, electricity,
water, women’s safety and employment its election agenda.
Now, all the parties are also copying us. But everyone knows
the reality of a copy and it cannot be as good as the original
piece.”

The BJP, onits part, is continuing to cultivate the labharthi varg,
the vote bank it has created out of the 120 million beneficiaries
of the various central schemes. While its foot-soldiers pan out
to different corners of these states to spread awareness about
schemes such as the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana, Pradhan
Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana, PM-KISAN (Pradhan Mantri
Kisan Samman Nidhi) Scheme, Sukanya Samriddhi Scheme-
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, PM Garib Kalyan Yojana (PMGKY)
and Ayushman Bharat, it had even roped in bureaucrats as “rath
prabharis” to showcase the government’s achievements in the
past nine years till the Congress put a spanner in the works.

The Congress is also trying hard to combat every strategy
of the BJP. In MP, it announced the Padho-Padhao Yojana,
promising free education to students from Class 1-12 and a
monthly scholarship ranging from Rs 500 to Rs 1,500. To ensure
the BJP did not introduce a scheme that would neutralise its
promise, the Congress waited for the Model Code of Conduct
to kick in before Priyanka Gandhi announced the scheme in
Mandla. The Congress manifesto has more than 1,200 promises

besides, including Rs 25 lakh health and Rs 10 lakh accidental
insurance for all, 100 units of power for free, 200 units for half
tariff, Rs 1,500 per month to every woman, Rs 1,500-3,000
monthly for two years to unemployed educated youth, restoration
of Old Pension Scheme (OPS), waiving farm loans up to Rs 2
lakh, buying paddy from farmers at Rs 2,500 per quintal, wheat
at Rs 2,600 per quintal, cow dung at Rs 2 per kg, and an Indian
Premier League team from MP.

In Chhattisgarh, CM Baghel is highlighting welfare schemes
like the Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay and Godhan Nyay Yojanas,
unemployment allowance, procurement of millets and various
forest produce at support price, subsidies to paddy farmers and
cash assistance to landless agriculture labour. In Rajasthan,
Gehlot hopes to make a comeback on the back of schemes like
the Chiranjeevi Health Insurance offering coverage of up to Rs
25 lakh, Annapurna food kits, hike in old-age pensions, free
power up to 100 units, revival of OPS and free mobiles to young
and single women.

The Congress has also tagged BJP for misusing ED, thereby
focusing on diminishing the credibility factor of both BJP and
ED.

Atmosphere in all the poll-bound states is in the favour of
the Congress. On the other hand, the BJP has been exposed
by the way they are misusing ED during elections. Now, the
situation has come that a CM (Bhupesh Baghel) has alleged
ED officials are bringing money into the states for the elections.
This will affect the credibility of the agency.

— Rajasthan CM Ashok Gehlot

However, the BJP has one more ace now to woo the significant
women vote in these states—the recently passed Women’s
Reservation Bill. In MP, women-centric schemes account
for a third of the state’s budget for 2023-24. CM Chouhan is
also placing his bets on the Ladli Behna Yojana (LBY), under
which nearly 130 million women are paid Rs 1,250 per month
with a promise that the amount would go up to Rs 3,000. LBY
beneficiaries will also get gas cylinders at Rs 450, to blunt the
Congress’s offer of LPG cylinders for Rs 500. The focus on
women is evident in Rajasthan, too, where they outperformed
men in voter turnout last time. Gehlot has announced Rs 10,000
a year to every woman head of family and increased coverage of
the subsidised LPG cylinder for Rs 500.

To counter the BJP’s women-centric initiatives, the Congress
is reiterating its demand for separate reservation for OBC
women within the larger quota for women and highlighting how
the Modi government has hoodwinked the nation by linking the
implementation of women'’s reservation with delimitation.

What could also queer the pitch for the three national parties
is the presence of caste-based parties like the Samajwadi Party,
Bahujan Samaj Party and Gondwana Ganatantra Party (GGP).
Despite being part of the INDIA bloc, the Congress, Aam Aadmi
Party and SP have yet to arrive at a seat-sharing arrangement in
any of the states. Snubbed by the Congress, which wanted to leave
only six seats for the SP in MP, the Uttar Pradesh-based party has
announced 33 candidates in MP. In 2018, the SP won one seat in
MP and finished second in five seats in alliance with GGP.

With so much at stake, all parties are approaching the polls
with gladiatorial zeal, deploying almost diametrically opposite
tactics, making this duel for supre—macy in states endlessly
intriguing. €l
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HISTORIC MOMENT: WOMEN RESERVATION BILL
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historic moment has been created on 28th September,
2023 when the landmark Women’s Reservation Bill, (in
talks for over 27 years) which seeks to provide 33 per
cent reservation to women in the Lok Sabha and state
ssemblies, has now become a law after receiving the
assent of President Droupadi Murmu.

On September 20, the women’s reservation Bill was passed in the
Lok Sabha after an eight-hour debate, with just two of the over 450
members voting against it. A day later, the Bill was ‘unanimously’
passed in the Rajya Sabha.

The Upper House had earlier passed the women’s reservation Bill in
2010 during the Congress-led UPA government, but it was not taken up
in the Lok Sabha and subsequently lapsed in the lower House.

The Women Reservation Bill seeks to reserve one-third (33%) of
the total number of seats in state legislative Assemblies and Parliament
for women. The bill proposes sub-reservation for SCs, STs and Anglo-
Indians within the 33% quota. Reserved seats may be allotted by
rotation to different constituencies in the state or union territory. The bill
says that the reservation of seats for women shall cease to exist 15 years
after the commencement of the amendment act.

It was former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi who in May 1989 first
planted the seed of women reservation in elected bodies by introducing
the Constitution Amendment Bill to provide one-third reservation for
women in rural and urban local bodies. The Bill was passed in Lok
Sabha but failed to get passed in Rajya Sabha in September 1989.

In 1992 and 1993, then Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao
reintroduced the Constitution Amendment Bills 72 and 73, which
reserved one third (33%) of all seats and chairperson posts for women
in rural and urban local bodies. The Bills were passed by both the
houses and became the law of the nation. Now there are nearly 15 lakh
elected women representatives in panchayats and nagarpalikas across
the country.

September 12, 1996, then Deve Gowda-led United Front government
for the first time introduced the 8 1st Constitution Amendment Bill in Lok
Sabha for reservation of women in the Parliament. After the Bill failed
to get approval in Lok Sabha, it was referred to a Joint Parliamentary
Committee chaired by Geeta Mukherjee. However, the Bill lapsed with
the dissolution of the Lok Sabha.

Two years later, the Atal Bihari Vajpayee-led NDA government

presented the Bill in the 12th Lok Sabha in 1998. However, this time
too, the Bill failed to get support, and lapsed again. It was subsequently
reintroduced in 1999, 2002 and 2003 under the Vajpayee government,
but with no success.

Five years later, the WRB bill again gained some traction during
Manmohan Singh-led UPA government. In 2004, the government
included it in its Common Minimum Programme and finally tabled it
on 6 May 2008, this time in Rajya Sabha to prevent it from lapsing
again. Five of the seven recommendations made by the 1996 Geeta
Mukherjee Committee were included in this version of the Bill. The
legislation was sent to the standing committee on May 9, 2008. The
standing committee presented its report on December 17, 2009. It got
the stamp of approval from the Union Cabinet in February 2010. The
Bill was eventually passed in the Rajya Sabha with 186 votes on March
9,2010.

However, the Bill was never taken up for consideration in the Lok
Sabha and eventually lapsed in 2014 with the dissolution of the Lok
Sabha.

Now the Bill has been finally passed after struggling for 27 years
in Modi-led government. After this historic moment, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said it will usher in an era of stronger representation and
empowerment for women in the country.

Confirming this, Union Law Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal tweeted,
“With the approval of the historic ‘Nari Shakti Vandan Act-2023’
by President Droupadi Murmu, this Bill has become an important
law of India.”

Now, it will be officially known as the Constitution (106th
Amendment) Act.

Under Article 111 of the Constitution. the ‘Nari Shakti Vandan
Adhiniyam’(Women Reservation Bill) , becomes the first Bill to be
passed in the new Parliament building. The seats already reserved
for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes will also come within the
purview of women’s reservation.

Minister of state for Food Processing Industries and Jal Shakti
Prahlad Patel congratulated everyone and tweeted: "Only the Modi
government had the moral courage to fulfil the demand for
women's reservation which was proved by the approval of the
cabinet. Congratulations Narendra Modi ji and congratulations to
the Modi government." Gl
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POLITICAL PICTURE

OPINIONATED KEJRIWAL

elhi Chief Minister Arvind

Kejriwal has been summoned

by the Enforcement

Directorate for questioning
in a money laundering case linked to the
alleged excise policy scam.

Kejriwal who is in a fix has put the
Enforcement Directorate in a fix by
ignoring the summons, stating that he has
to campaign for the Aam Aadmi Party of
which he’s convener. The AAP and the
INDI-Alliance cannot be crippled with
ED raids, ED questioning and ED arrests
of top opposition leaders.

So Kejriwal chose to skip the ED
summons. The CBI would have landed
“home” and taken Kejriwal away, but
the ED takes pride in being civil in its
approach.

Kejriwal went to Singrauli in Madhya
Pradesh for a roadshow with Punjab CM
Bhagwant Mann, where he said, he had
no idea whether he would be in jail or not,
when the election results will come out on
December 3.

In a letter sent to ED assistant director,
Kejriwal described the summons as “a
fishing and roving inquiry”. He wrote,

AGAINST ED SUMMONS AND MODI

“As the chief minister of
the state of NCT of Delhi,
I have governance and
official commitments,
for which my presence is
required, particularly in
view of Deepavali festivities
coming up in the second
week of November. In view
of the above, please recall
the said summons, which,
to say the least, is vague
and motivated, and | am
advised, unsustainable in
law...The said summons is
not clear as to the capacity
| am being summoned, that
is, as a witness or a suspect
in the case. ..It does not
specify whether | am being
summoned as an individual
or in my official capacity as

Chief Minister of Delhi or as a
National Convenor of AAP...”.

i

The Delhi Liquor Scam isn’t a simple
case of catching the robber and being
done with it. Two senior AAP leaders
Manish Sisodia and Sanjay Singh are
already in judicial custody in this case.
Sisodia was arrested on February 26 by
CBI and his latest bail plea was rejected
by the Supreme Court. Sanjay Singh was
arrested on October 5 by ED.

BJP spokesperson Sambit Patra said,

“Kejriwal ran away from ED’s
summons because he does not want
to face the truth. It won’t be an
exaggeration to say that the Delhi
liquor scam king has accepted that
he was involved in liquor scam and
corruption”.

He said, ED summons was based on
factual evidence and the Delhi CM was
trying to place himself above law.

Punjab Congress leader Navjot Singh
Sidhu launched a sharp attack on Kejriwal
and described AAP’s reaction as “chori
aur seenazori”.

BJP leaders, in their reactions, used
words like ‘coward’ and ‘absconder’ for
Kejriwal.

INDIA alliance partner Samajwadi
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Party chief Akhilesh Yadav alleged that
BJP is misusing investigating agencies
to throw opposition leaders in jail. RJD
chief Tejashwi Yadav alleged that BJP
was using CBI and ED to run down state
governments which are performing well.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who
was campaigning in Chhattisgarh, did
not name Kejriwal, but told the rally in
Kanker that “those who have looted
public money will have to go to jail
and return the money, however big the
leader may be. Your voice must reach
Delhi.”

This was an indirect warning to
Kejriwal. Modi neither named Kejriwal
nor did he mention Delhi liquor scam,
but his last line “your voice must reach
Delhi” gave an ominous warning.

Modi’s oft-repeated phrase is “Na
Khaaonga, Na Khaane Doonga”. Modi
is clear in his line. There will be no
compromise on the issue of corruption.
This is true to a large extent.

Modi never listens to others whenever
a case of corruption comes to him. He
never wastes time judging the political
pros and cons of taking such a step. For
him, corruption is a big issue. From Day
One, his government has acted against
those who scammed money from banks,
who carried out scams, and pocketed
public money from exchequer. Modi has
always said, no matter howsoever big or
influential one may be, he will not spare
him or her. If this is Modi’s strength, it
is also his biggest challenge, because

opposition parties have come together on
a single platform to contest next year’s
parliamentary elections. The only reason
why these parties joined hands is because
of ED and CBI. Both these agencies may
or may not helped the BJP, but they have
indirectly helped opposition unity. ED
has linked all the anti-Modi parties in a
single threat. Political analysts are now
busy calculating whether ED and CBI
cases will be a loss or gain for Modi in
elections.

Addressing a Press Conference, the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) leader Raghav
Chadha claimed, “If you'd put the
LN.D.I.A alliance top leadership or
party presidents behind the bars, then
only BJP will run in the race and win
solely...A strategy was formed along
these lines in which BJP agencies are
going to do the first arrest of Delhi CM
Arvind Kejriwal.”

Raghav also claimed that since 2014,
95 per cent of cases registered by the
investigative agencies have been against
opposition leaders. He said “the next
target of the probe agency is Jharkhand
Chief Minister Hemant Soren as the
BJP could not digest his popularity.
After Soren, RJD leader Tejashwi
Yadav could be arrested so that RJD
doesn't remain capable of contesting
elections in Bihar,” he added. “Then the
focus will be shifted to West Bengal,”
Chadha said.

“Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
and her nephew Abhishek Banerjee.

After these leaders, they will target
Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan, Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M
K Stalin and then top leaders of the Shiv
Sena and the NCP in Maharashtra,” he
alleged.

AAP leader and Delhi Atish also added,
“The ED action only goes to show the
BJP's growing unease with AAP's rise.
They are afraid of AAP and Arvind
Kejriwal. Our fears were proved right
today as the ED raided the residence
of our minister and MLA from Patel
Nagar, Raaj Kumar Anand.”

The question arises that will all these
arguments and reasoning weigh in court,
after the Supreme Court’s observations?

The demand that the Enforcement
Directorate should withdraw the notice
immediately has been rejected and
Kejriwal will have to find somebody else
to campaign for AAP if he lands in jail.

And the ED is talking of a second
summons. What does the law have to say
about that? Kejriwal could have taken the
court route to avoid the summons, but he
chose to be proclaimed offender.

Kejriwal’s problem is, if he is out of
the AAP scene for more than a week,
the AAP will transform into something
he never envisaged. There are several
aspirants who fancy their chances of
replacing Kejriwal at the helm. The AAP
convener’s wife is a choice.

Atishi Marlena, Raghav Chadda,
Somnath Bharti, Saurabh Bharadwaj,
Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann...
Any of them can take control of AAP.
Kejriwal fears this more than he fears
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and the
BJP’s machinations.

Besides, Arvind Kejriwal in jail is not
the same as Mahatma Gandhi and Bhagat
Singh in jail. If AAP is proven guilty as
accused, AAP and Kejriwal will take the
taint to the end of time if the people don’t
forget them. Arvind Kejriwal has been
calling himself and his ministers “kattar
imandaar”. If he goes to jail on proven
corruption charges, it will be his political
death. Kejriwal will lose hold of AAP,
Delhi and Punjab all at once, together.

How many ED summons can
Kejriwal skip? At some point, he will
run out of reasons. It was at the Supreme
Court’s instance that the AAP was made
an accused in the case. The Aam Aadmi
Party cannot take the ED summons
lightly. Gl
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FEATURE

A DELIGHTFUL SIGHT

WHEN DELHI TURNED
AYODHYA

by Suhani Nagpal

The picture says it all. More than 10000 people together at one ground lit up the venue in the praise of Lord Ram
after Ravana's Vadh at Nav Shri Manav Dharam Ramleela Committee, Model Town, New Delhi.

It was a fascinating view where irrespective of religion, all were Hindus witnessing
the epic win of good over evil and standing in awe as if all are welcoming Lord
Ram to Ayodhya with the lit Diyas in hand after his 14 years exile.

amleela is a theatrical re-enactment of Hindu

God Rama'’s life, capturing his journey along

with his wife Sita and brother Lakshman as

he is exiled from his own kingdom, his fight

and eventual victory over the demon king

avana that is retold every year around this

time to celebrate the triumph of good over evil, culminating on
Dussehra.

The Ramleelas in the national capital have gained prominence
ahead of the polls next year. BJIP leaders in the national capital
are making optimum use of the platform offered by Ramlilas
to reach out to the public this Dussehra, playing prominent
Ramayana characters such as monkey warrior Angad and rain
god Indra.

Shri Vikesh Sethi, Councilor, Model Town organizes the
most popular Ramleela with great actors in the lead roles. This
year we witnessed Shri Manoj Tiwari (Member of Parliament)

as Angad, Shri Puneet Issar as Ravaan, Shri Siddhant Issar as
Ram, Shri Danish Aktar Saifi as Hanuman, Shri Surrendra Pal
as Kumbhkaran, Actress Harleen Rekhi as Sita among others.

Sharing his delgihfulness with BI team in a special interview,
Shri Vikesh Sethi said, “With the grace of Lord Ram, Nav
Shri Manav Dharam Ramleela has become the most popular
Ramleela in Delhi and every year it is beating its own
records. This year, everyday, more than 10000 people have
witnessed this grandeur depiction of Ramayan on stage. The
credit goes to the amazing actors that are performing live,
the direction team, the organizing committee’s efforts and
the three layers of security arrangements that have managed
the place so well.”

Talking about the challenges to make it a grand success every
year, he added; “ this year we have added the concept of
‘Manav Dharam’ (as per the name of the committee), and on
account of the same we have distributed 21 sewing machines
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Former Union Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan was the chief guests at the pandal of Nav Shri Manav Dharam Ramlila
Committee of Derawal Nagar

to the poor and needy widow, 21 hearing aides to poor deaf
people, 21 scholarships to the poor students, 21 wheelchairs
to the needy and 21 silver jewellery sets for wedding and
much more. And we always try to spread the message to help
in whatever way you can, so that we can continue to walk on
the path of the Dhram that Lord Ram has preached us.”

On this occasion Shri
Manoj Tiwari, Hon’ble |
Member of Parliament |
said “I am very happy
to be a part of this
iconic Ramleela. Lord
Ram life will inspire the
coming generations for
years.” 7

Puneet  Issar & |
Siddhant Issar said “It’s |
our privilege to be part
of this Ramleela & it
will be our lifetime
experience as father son moment.”

Puneet Issar, also known as Duryodhana in Mahabharata,
sharing his first-hand experience said, “As an actor, it is always
very important to justify and live the character as it is,
specially in a theatre or a live event... We need to broaden
our gestures so that audience can acknowledge the act. We
also need to vary our voice while delivering our dialogues
to make it reachable to the audience sitting at the end..

It's our privilege to be part of
this Ramleela & it will be our
lifetime experience as father son

moment.”
= Puneet Issar & Siddhant Issar

This year I have performed Shiv Stotram in front of 20000
audience, and we envisaged the Ayodya scene after Shri Ram
returns. This has happened for the first time in the history of
Ram leela anywhere.”

Truly described, the epic showcase at the end, The grand
Shiv Pooja of Ravana, The Krishna Avtaar of Ram and many
other elements have made this a grandeur event, that was worth
witnessing every day. €l
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FEATURE STORY

LEGAL
ADVICE FOR
SENIOR

CITIZENS

by CA Sunil Kapoor

his is to bring to your kind notice that statistic
convey that on an average only 8% people in
the world live beyond 65 years of age and as a
consequence thereof 92 % die before reaching
65. If you are above 65 and own a property
(only 30% do ) consider yourself privileged.

It is not only imperative to overcome legal hassles but

equally important to prepare ourselves for the worst . We
request you to consider the following:

1

2

Please write down the details of all of your saving bank
accounts, FDRs and insurance policies in a diary.

Write down the sources of your income and investments
in mutual funds , PPF accounts , securities etc in the same
diary.

Write down the details of equity shares and debentures etc
held by you in this diary along with your Demat account
no. Explain the above to either your spouse or some
member of your family. Do not keep it to yourself.

Write the name of your most trusted people who need to be
contacted in case you get something untoward happens to
you.

Draft a Will with utmost prudence, acumen and being just.
Bequeath your assets in favour of your family members
after considering all the pros and cons. Execute and register
the same before the Registrar under the Indian Registration
Act whenever possible.

In case you have a bank account or FDR in a single name
then Call your bankers and execute Nomination papers or
make family members joint owners and account operators.
For your information a SMC certificate is required by
Bankers , MCD,NDMC etc to transfer asset in favour
of your nominated legal heir. This Survivor Member
Certificate (SMC) is to be obtained from the SDM of your
area. Apprise them of the same.

Keep photocopies of your PAN Card Aadhaar Card,
passport, birth certificate, copies of latest ITR s handy and
place them in a file which can be easily accessible.
Introduce your spouse etc to your tenants if any and

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

20

introduce your wife/children to your CA /Legal Advisor
so that they know to whom to contact if something goes
terribly wrong.

Prepare and provide a list of Debtors and Creditors to your
family members with the name and phone numbers of the
concerned persons or entities.

Please maintain harmonious relations with your friends ,
relations and neighbors. That counts.

Apprise your kith and kins that a biological war may be
going on between super powers for Domination on this
planet . There might be a third or fourth varient intentionally
perpetrated to create chaos . Warn them of an invisible
enemy lurking in the darkness. They deserve all the love
but make them responsible.

Make a file containing photocopies of tittle deeds of
properties that you own. See to it that the link doesn’t break.
(From the first owner to the last) it should contain Sale
deeds , Gift Deeds , Relinquishment deeds, inheritance Will
sanctioned plans Completion Certificates etc.

Apprise spouse of application u/s 128/130 of DMC Act
1957 to be filed towards mutation of property .

Always compile your tax returns based upon Form 26AS.
TIS and AIS available on Income tax.gov.in. It contains the
details of your income and specific transactions.

Try and save at least twenty percent of your income and
consider the post Covid period as Post World War II time.
Keep some cash money after due withdrawal from the bank
for any emergency.

In case you are not into Net Banking or Paytm and do not
have a debit card please become net savvy. And apply for
one.

Teach your spouse to make payments for electricity , water,
mobile recharge, insurance premium etc.

Obtain a medical insurance policy. If you do not have one.
It is a must.

The above caution or suggestions may seem far fetched but

no harm in preparing yourself for the worst. A stitch in time
saves nine n better late then never. €l
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